Clearly

better solicitors to talk to

ANCILLARY RELIEF COURT PROCEDURE

Estimated timescale (for an average case) 6-12 months from date of issue

1. Notice of Application (Form A)
Court fee £240

2. Court Timetable Generated
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2b). 1st appointment documentation

2a). Simultaneus exchange of generated 2¢). 1st appointment hearing date
(Forms E) financial disclosure * Schedule of issues in the case supplied (both parties must
forms within 4-6 weeks * Chronology attend)

e Financial Questionnaire
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3. FDA Hearing Short Hearing (approximately 30 minutes) '
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The Judge seeks to establish the issues in the case
and to give directions taking the case forward to
the next court appointment e.g. valuations of
properties, business interests etc.

4. Financial Dispute Resolution Appointment (FDR)
¢ Negotiations at court with judicial input.
o (estimated length of hearing approx. 1/2 day
including negotiation time).
¢ Representation by a specialist family Barrister
® The Judge ought to give an indication of likely outcome
® FDR Judge cannot hear final hearing

=

5. Final Hearing
¢ Estimated length of hearing depends upon complexity
of issues in the case
¢ Representation by specialist family Barrister
* Parties and experts give evidence
¢ Final decision made unless judgment reserved

There are opportunities throughout the court process to negotiate and seek to achieve early
financial solution which can be presented to the judge by consent.
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